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Victoria Falls
Zimbabwe-Zambia

Known as ‘The Smoke That Thunders’,
for the immense spray and incredible
noise caused by rushing water,
Victoria Falls forms a natural border
between Zambia and Zimbabwe. It is
one of the world’s most breathtaking
waterfalls and the greatest curtain of
falling water, 1,708m wide and 108m
high. Several islands on the crest of the
falls divide the flow of the Zambezi
River which plummets in a single
vertical drop into a gigantic chasm.
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Lake Bled
Slovenia

This turquoise glacial lake lies in a
picturesque setting in the Julian Alps,
encircled by forested slopes. Wooden
rowing boats, pletnas, transport visitors
to the enchanting Bled Island, where
the beautiful Baroque Church of the
Assumption has a 52m tower and a
Wishing Bell, which can be rung for
good luck. On the north shore is the
medieval Bled Castle, built on a sheer
cliff face, the oldest in Slovenia, with
grand 19th century villas below.
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Wat Mahathat Temple
Sukhothai Historical Park
Thailand

The ruins of Sukhothai, the capital
of the Sukhothai Kingdom in the
13th-14th centuries and the cradle
of Thai culture, scholarship, art and
architecture are found in the Park.
Its imposing walls contain 193 ruins
including the royal palace and 26
temples, the largest being Wat
Mahathat. Its design is based on a
mandala representing the universe,
with a principal stupa in the shape
of a lotus bud, surrounded by smaller
stupas in eight directions.
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Amsterdam
Netherlands

At the centre of three huge bulb-
growing regions, Amsterdam and its
surroundings are transformed into a
profusion of colour in springtime, the
tulip season. During the Tulip Festival
in the month of April the city’s parks,
canals, streets, and pavements are
adorned with colourful tulips. Along the
canals are charming traditional houses
with ornate facades and gables,
originally homes for the wealthy, many
built at the height of the 17th century.
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Laguna Colorada or
Red Lagoon
Uyuni Salt Flats, Bolivia

This shallow salt lake in the southwest
of the Bolivian altiplano is known for
the red colour of its waters, caused by
red sediments and pigmentation of
algae. It is dotted with white islands,
containing borax. This high-altitude
desert is an otherworldly landscape,
abundant with volcanoes, hot springs
and geysers, surrounded by the
towering Andes and populated by pink
flamingos, drawn to the salt lakes, due
to an abundant supply of plankton.
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Kabukicho District
Tokyo, Japan

As the sun sets, the vibrant streets

of the Kabukicho district of Tokyo

are illuminated with a kaleidoscope

of dazzling neon signs, synonymous
with the city’s bustling nightlife and
entertainment. The main entrance

for the crowds of people to the ‘area
that never sleeps’ is a red neon-lit

arch. Kabukicho developed in an area
destroyed during WWII and rebuilt to be
a Kabuki (traditional Japanese) theatre
district which never materialised.
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Jardin du Luxembourg
Paris, France

Situated on the Left Bank, the
Luxembourg Gardens, inspired by

the Boboli Gardens in Florence, were
created upon the initiative of Queen
Marie de Medici in 1612. The extensive
garden today is owned by the French
Senate which meets in the palace.

It is known for its lawns, tree-lined
promenades, tennis courts, flowerbeds,
model sailboats on its octagonal Grand
Bassin, as well as 106 statues including
the monumental Medici Fountain built
in 1620.
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Monument Valley
Arizona, USA

These iconic flame-red sandstone
buttes, mesas and pinnacles tower
above the flat, empty desert
landscape of Monument Valley - some
of the most extraordinary natural
landmarks of the southwest United
States. Part of the Colorado Plateau,
the bizarre, isolated monoliths form an
enduring image of the American West,
the backdrop of many Western movies.
They have imaginative names such as
Elephant Butte, East and West Mitten
Buttes and Totem Pole.
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Goa
India

The state of Goa on India’s west coast
is a former Portuguese colony with

a rich history. It has a unique mix

of Indian and Portuguese cultures
and architecture with attractions
which include cascading waterfalls,
mountains and forests teeming with
exotic wildlife including 400 bird
species. It is best known for its many
superb beaches renowned for their
pristine shimmering white sands,
crystal-clear waters and scenic settings
amid lush greenery.
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Te Puia, Rotorua
Geothermal Park
New Zealand

Sitting within the Pacific Rim of Fire, the
Rotorua region has one of the world’s
most active geothermal fields, shaping
its dramatic volcanic and geothermic
landscapes: towering cones, vast lava
fields, and steaming vents, bubbling
mud pools, geysers, and hot springs.
The famous Pohutu Geyser in Te Puia
erupts up to 20 times a day, spurting
hot water up to 30m skyward. It erupts
in tandem with the adjoining Prince of
Wales’ Feathers geyser.
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Las Palmas, Gran Canaria
Spain

Colourful houses on the hillside in Las
Palmas, the capital of Gran Canaria,
overlook Las Canteras beach. Founded
in 1478, named for its abundant palms,
it was the capital for the Spanish
conquest of the Canaries and later a
major supply port for ships bound for
Spanish America. The oldest houses,
dating from the late 15th century, the
cathedral of Santa Ana and the house
of Christopher Columbus are located in
the colonial quarter, Vegueta.
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Kangos, Norrbotten
County, Lapland

Sweden

The tiny community of Kangos, 150km
above the Arctic Circle, is surrounded
by a vast open wilderness of lakes and
forests. Brightly coloured, traditional
Swedish houses provide guest
accommodation. Popular activities
include skiing, snowmobiling, reindeer
trekking and husky tours in winter and
fishing, canoeing, hiking, and biking

in summer. Norrbotten, Sweden’s
northernmost county, covers a quarter of
its land areaq, but is sparsely inhabited.
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